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When you want to communicate clearly, it can be 
helpful to avoid repetition. One way to do this is to  
drop any unnecessary words.

New language  Ellipsis

Vocabulary  Entertainment

New skill  Leaving out unnecessary words

Leaving words out

KEY LANGUAGE ELLIPSIS
If the meaning of a sentence is clear from the surrounding text, you 
can use ellipsis (leaving out certain words) to avoid repetition. This 
is most common after “and,” “but,” and “or.” Sometimes you can 
drop a repeated verb in a different form.

FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE REPEATED WORDS  
THAT HAVE BEEN DROPPED

Often a repeated subject is 
 dropped after “and,” “but,” and “or.”

If the meaning remains clear, a repeated 
subject and verb can be dropped.

Generally, you can omit words that have already 
 been mentioned and do not require repetition.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND  
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL TO COMPLETE  
THE COLLOCATIONS FROM 62.3
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CROSS OUT THE WORDS THAT CAN BE LEFT OUT OF EACH SENTENCE

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN NUMBER THE FULL STATEMENTS  
IN THE ORDER THAT YOU HEAR THEIR SHORT FORMS

KEY LANGUAGE CONVERSATIONAL ELLIPSIS
You can also leave words out of 
sentences that don’t include 
“and,” “but,” and “or” if the 
meaning can be understood 
from the context. This kind of 
ellipsis does not have strict rules, 
and is very common in informal 
everyday speech, particularly 
when giving replies.

CHECKLIST

 Ellipsis   Entertainment   Leaving out unnecessary words  
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